Writin Crisi

KEY DATA POINTS
Younger people struggle with writing and the data shows that the problem is
only getting worse. See what's going on with these metrics.

4/5 Underperform

Employer Complaints

In 2011, the National Center for
Educational Statistics reported that
80% of students are not proﬁcient
writers.

A P21.org employer research study found that
writing skills are lacking among recent hires with
college educations. *

Additionally, the re is a
ge nde r gap as fe male s
outscore d me n by an
ave rage of 20 points from
grade s 8 to 12. *

Employers reported that
28% of recent grad-hires
lacked writing skills.

28% A

* This data was based on a report published in
2006 by P21.

* This data was based on computer-based
assessments administered in 2010.
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Since 2006, average SAT writing scores have fallen almost 15 points. Data provided courtesy of the College
Entrance Examination Board.

< 3 Hours
Number of hours per week that
fourth graders devote to just
writing.

Early Age Problem
It's very clear that the "writing" problem
starts very early on in a student's life. Less
than three hours per week makes up just 15%
of the total time spent watching television.

* This data was based on a report published by a panel of educators via College Board. It also appeared
in a New York Times article.

Writing Aversion
An inquiry paper published in 2008 by a PSU student investigated the reasons behind why
students don't like to write. The study collected answers from 11th graders and here were the top
reasons:

1

"I don't know how to write"

2

"I don't know what the teacher wants"

3

"I don't like the writing prompts"

There were more reasons included, but these were the top ones. Young writers clearly feel confused about
the requirements and don't know how to proceed.
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